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Congratulations! You are invited to participate in the 40th annual Art by the Falls! This highly regarded 
fine art and contemporary craft show has been a longstanding and cherished tradition within our arts-
centered community. Our aim is to make this event both successful and rewarding for both artists and 
art buyers alike, and we look forward to a fantastic show this year!  


1. A limited number of corner booths are available for sale this year. VAC will reach out the week 
of March 6 to artists who have requested a corner booth. These will be offered on a rolling basis 
until filled.  Please make sure that events@valleyartcenter.org is on your safe sender list to 
ensure delivery to your inbox.  
  


2. Please complete this Load-in Form no later than March 29. Booths will not be assigned 
until this form is completed.  
 


3. Art by the Falls and Valley Art Center are committed to ensuring a successful experience for 
everyone involved. In mid-April, you can expect to receive an email containing our 'marketing 
tool-kit' which will include promotional materials and event awareness channels, as well as 
relevant hashtags. We kindly ask our artists to utilize this tool-kit to help generate buzz and build 
excitement as we approach the event, in order to ensure a well-attended and successful show. 
 


4. In early May, we will provide you with comprehensive instructions on load-in/out procedures, 
booth numbers, parking, and other relevant details.  
 


5. Please note that due to the new venue, parking rules will be adjusted. We anticipate nearby 
parking for all artists, however, artists MUST park in the designated artist parking areas. We 
greatly appreciate your cooperation in making this show accessible and enjoyable for our valued 
patrons.  
 


6. All booths will have back of booth storage. The new venue will allow booths to be set at 12’ on 
center so you will be able to walk between your booth and your neighbors. Storage spaces will 
be visible to the public so we ask that you plan to keep your areas neat and ensure that all 
packing materials are properly stored and garbage is removed from the space.  
 


Important dates 
March 29, 2024 – Booth Fees Due – Please note that we cannot guarantee booth availability after this 
date as we will start to invite Waitlisted Artists.  
March 29, 2024 – Load-in Form DUE! - Accepted on a rolling basis for waitlist attendees. 
April 2, 2024- Waitlist Invitations Sent 
April 19, 2024 – Marketing “tool-kit” email 
May 10, 2024 – Booth numbers released and move-in packet sent. Please note, the load-in form must 
be completed for us to place your booth.  
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Show Information 
LOCATION 
Cleveland Metroparks Polo Field 
https://www.clevelandmetroparks.com/parks/visit/parks/south-chagrin-reservation/polo-field 
 
SET-UP HOURS 
Friday June 7, 2024 
Staggered set up times, based on booth location, are assigned from 7:30am-4pm. 
 
FESTIVAL HOURS 
Saturday June 8, 2024: Show hours 10am-7pm 
Sunday June 9, 2024: Show hours 10am-4pm 
Award jurying will begin promptly at 10am on Saturday. 
 
Overnight accommodations 
Attached please find information from our hotel partner, Hampton Inn Solon, or use this link: 
https://group.hamptoninn.com/z27us3 
 
**RV drivers may want to look for space at Punderson State Park which is just down the road from the 
Cleveland Metroparks Polo Field. There is NO overnight camping allowed at the Polo Field location.  
https://ohiodnr.gov/go-and-do/plan-a-visit/find-a-property/punderson-state-park-campground 
 
Please contact the Valley Art Center with any questions.  I am looking forward to meeting you in June! 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Erinn Grube 
Art by the Falls, Show Manager 
events@valleyartcenter.org 
ph: 440-247-7507 
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Our hotel is located in a safe suburban area just 5.5 miles southwest of Chagrin Falls. We 


have sit-down and fast food restaurants and a movie theater a walkable distance from 


our hotel.  


• Enjoy our complimentary On the House® hot breakfast buffet 


or our On the Run® to-go bags daily from 6:00 AM to 10:00 AM. 


• Keep up your healthy routine by enjoying our Jump-Start® 


fitness center featuring Precor® equipment followed up by a 


refreshing plunge into our indoor heated pool. 


• Have a last minute report?  Our 24-hour business center 


features high-speed internet access, printer, copier and office 


supplies. 


• Our Suite Shop® offers a variety of food and convenience 


items for those times when you forgot to pack an essential, or 


just have the munchies late at night.  


Hampton Inn Cleveland / Solon 


Art by the Falls 


Each guest room is well appointed with... 


• Mini refrigerator, microwave, coffee maker with ample room to spread out and relax 


• Complimentary high-speed, wireless Internet access with 24-hour technical support 


• Deluxe 50” LCD screen television with over seventy cable channels including HBO 


• Spacious work desk with easy to access electrical connections for all your devices 


6035 Enterprise Pkwy    Solon, OH 44139 


www.clevelandsolon.hamptoninn.com 


440-542-0400 tel 


440-542-0353 fax 


we love having you here! 


1 King Bed Room 2 Queen Beds Room Special  


Rate  


$119 
Per night plus tax  


 


Book Today 


1-800-HAMPTON 


1-800-426-7866 


 



http://www.clevelandsolon.hamptoninn.com






 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General Information  
Categories: 
Ceramics, Digital Media, Fiber/Textiles, Glass, 
Jewelry, Metal, Mixed Media/Other, 
Painting/Drawing, Photography, Wood 
 
Application Fee: $45 
 
Application Process 
All artists must apply to Art by the Falls 2024 
through Zapplication. Four images must be 
submitted; three (3) different pieces representative 
of your body of work and one (1) booth image. The 
Art by the Falls jury is conducted by a panel of 
three experienced artists and industry professionals. 
Invitation to exhibit is based solely upon the quality 
of the work as illustrated in the submitted digital 
images.  
 
Jurors & Jury Procedure 


• Jurors will review and score applications 
independently.  


• Artists are scored by a different jury each 
year. 


• Approximately 130 artists will be accepted 
and they will represent the top/highest 
scores in their respective mediums.  


• Valley Art Center may limit the number of 
artists accepted in some categories to 
present a balanced show. 


• Of highest importance is the creative vision 
of the applicant and the quality of the work. 
Artist certifies that all jury images submitted 
represent his/her original work. No buy/sell 
is permitted. 


• Artist scores will not be released. 
• Vacancies will be filled from the festival 


waitlist by the Valley Art Center Executive 
Director based upon jury scores and 
medium balance. 


• Jurors will visit all booths in person during 
the festival and award Best of Show, 1st-3rd 
place in both 2D and 3D categories and 
Honorable Mentions. More than $1,000 will 
be given in cash awards.  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Booth Information 
 
Booth Set-up 
Friday, June 7, 2024 7:30am – 4:00pm  
Load-in will be assigned staggered arrival times. 
 
Show Hours 
Saturday, June 8, 2024 10am – 7pm 
Sunday, June 9, 2024 10am – 4pm 


 
Booth Cost 
10x10: $295  
10x15: $395  
10x20: $495 
Corner Booth: $200 additional, by invitation only. 
Indicate preference on application.  
 
Additional Information 
• Each booth will be assigned a time for arrival on 


Friday to manage load-in traffic. Weather 
dependent, we intend to allow artists to park at 
their booth for unloading. Details will be 
provided in May along with booth assignments.  


• Show management assigns all booths to ensure 
a cohesive flow and balance of mediums. Unless 
you have a physical disability, specific location 
requests cannot be honored. A limited number 
of corner booths are available for purchase and 
will be offered based on booth presentation and 
jury scores.  


• Offsite parking arrangements have been made 
not far from Riverside Park and shuttles will 
transport artists back and forth.  These locations 
are to be used during the festival to allow 
patrons to park near the festival.  Parking on the 
surrounding streets is prohibited and you may 
be ticketed and ejected from the show.  


• You are responsible for your own setup.   
• Booth sitters are provided by VAC volunteers. 
• Overnight security will be provided Friday and 


Saturday night.  Valley Art Center does not 
assume any responsibility for loss due to theft 
or damage. 


• Lunch may be pre-ordered on show days. See 
artist packet for details. 


• Complimentary coffee and continental breakfast 
will be provided Saturday and Sunday mornings. 
Artist party with pizza dinner will be held 
Saturday night, RSVP required. 


• Estimated Attendance is 15,000-20,000. 
• Artists are encouraged to demonstrate their 


work within their tent. 


 
 
 
 
 







 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terms of Entry 
1.  All work MUST be the original work of the artist 


and all work must be for sale.   
2.  All work must be designed and executed by the 


accepted artist. Buy-sell art and work created 
from kits is not permitted and grounds for 
ejection from the show. 


3. Art created with the use of artificial intelligence 
tools must be fully disclosed in the artist’s 
statement.  


4.  Artists may only show work in categories 
approved by the jury.  All work exhibited must be 
of the quality and type shown in the images 
submitted to the jury.   


5.  Prints from lithographs, monoprints, plates, 
screens, serigraphs and wood blocks must be 
created and produced by the artist.  Only 20% of 
the entire body of work can be photo-mechanical 
reproductions. 


6.  Artists MUST remain with their work for the entire 
two days of the festival and must remain open 
for the duration of the show. No early breakdown 
is permitted. 


7.  Artists must use a WHITE tent, free from any 
logos or advertisements, and must provide all 
display equipment, including booth set up, chairs 
and tables.  Artists must secure and stake their 
tent OR weight their tents with properly attached 
20lbs per leg.  Artists may not display items 
outside of their designated tent space (10x10, 
10x15, 10x20).   


8. Electricity is not available for artists. Generators 
are not permitted. 


9.  Artists are required to have a fire extinguisher in 
their booth.  


10. Artists must have a portable point of sale system 
OR at least 36” of sales counter that is no more 
than 34” above the ground to ensure 
accessibility for all patrons. 


11.  Artists are responsible for proper insurance and 
protection of self, work and set up.  Valley Art 
Center will not be responsible for damage to 
work or set up due to weather or unrelated 
incidents.  Valley Art Center will provide 
overnight security on Friday and Saturday night. 
Valley Art Center will not be responsible for theft, 
loss or physical injury to vendors, vendors' 
property and/or guests.   


12. All Vendors are required to have a vendor's 
license according to the state of Ohio.  A 
vendor's license can be obtained at the Ohio 
Department of Taxation website. Sales tax in 
Cuyahoga County is 8%. 


13. Artists MUST Park in designated artist parking 
locations. Maps will be provided in Artists 
packets.  Artists may be ticketed and ejected 
from the show if they choose to do otherwise. 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. Artists are required to donate a piece of their 


artwork valued at $50, or more, to the Valley 
Art Center Raffle Booth.   This raffle helps raise 
funds for Valley Art Center's non-profit 
programming while bringing attention to 
participating artists. The raffle booth is 
prominently located at the front of the park 
where it draws crowds. Your booth number will 
be displayed next to your donation to attract 
patrons to your tent.  For every $50 spent on 
artwork at the festival, each buyer receives a 
raffle ticket. Please bring a piece for this event 
that will be collected by volunteers as you arrive 
for setup on Friday, June 7th. We ask you to 
send a digital image of your raffle item so we can 
promote your artwork through social media no 
later than May 1, 2024. 


15. All artists agree to follow any current Valley Art 
Center Covid/Health guidelines. 


16. Valley Art Center has the right to photograph 
your booth during the event and use submitted 
application images in promotional materials for 
this year and future years. 


17. Application fee of $45 is non-refundable.  Artists 
who cancel prior to April 26, 2024 may receive a 
refund of booth fees, less $50 administrative fee.   


 
Legal Agreement 
By submitting this application, you agree that if 
selected to participate you will comply with all terms 
and conditions of this application, and any other 
circulated or posted rules by Valley Art Center 
regarding your participation in the art show. These 
include but are not limited to your acknowledgment 
that Valley Art Center is not and cannot be held 
responsible for any theft or damage or other loss to 
your personal property, art work, wares, equipment 
and valuables of any kind that you bring onto the 
art fair premises at any time during, before, or 
after the event, and Valley Art Center further is not 
and cannot be held liable for personal injury or any 
other claim arising out of your participation in the 
show. Rather, you agree to participate 
understanding that any damage, theft or other 
personal property loss of any kind, or personal 
injury, is at your own sole risk. 
 
Our Commitment 
Valley Art Center is committed to authentically and 
intentionally reflecting the rich diversity of Northeast 
Ohio by doing the work of inclusivity through 
openness, broadened opportunities, continuous 
evaluation, and engaging supportive culture across 
all of its programming, activities, and actions. VAC 
promotes involvement and expanded access to arts 
opportunities regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, 
religion, age, sexual orientation, nationality, 
disability, appearance, geographic location, or 
professional level. 








 
 
 
 
 
 
Category Definitions 
These definitions exist for the purpose of this competition and will assist you in placing your artwork in 
the correct category. 
 
Ceramics - Various hard, brittle, heat-resistant and corrosion-resistant materials made by shaping and 
then firing an inorganic, nonmetallic material, such as clay, at a high temperature. Common examples 
are earthenware, porcelain, and brick. 
 
Digital Media - This includes art that uses varying degrees of digital manipulation, digital 
illustration/painting and any artwork that uses artificial intelligence tools. (Digital Media) Artistic 
practice that uses digital technology as part of the creative or presentation process. (Digitally 
Manipulated Photography) Digitally editing a photograph significantly using digital filters, manipulating 
color, saturation, tone, or vibrance that is not the natural or original color, pixelation, any 
photoshopping beyond basic edits, erasure of elements in photograph, and recombination of images. 
All submissions in Digital art MUST include one photo with ready to hang artwork and the Artist 
Statement must include descriptions of process, including software used.  
 
Fiber Art - All work crafted from fibers including basketry, embroidery, weaving, leatherwork, and 
tapestry. This can be wearable or non-wearable. No machine tooling, machine-screened patterns or 
other forms of mass production are permitted.  
 
Glass –Includes glasswork that may be functional or decorative by design and is kiln-formed. Artwork 
should be crafted through blowing, fusing, staining, molding, or casting. No forms or mass production 
are permitted.  
 
Jewelry – Wearable artwork worn for personal adornment such as brooches, rings, necklaces, 
earrings, pendants, bracelets, and cufflinks. Jewelry often contains precious metals in combination 
with gemstones or other materials. All submissions must be fabricated or constructed by the 
submitting artist. 
 
Metal - The process of creating through the manipulation of various metals. These manipulations 
include forming, shaping, sawing, doming, fold forming, drilling, soldering, texturing, stamping, etc. 
 
Mixed Media/Other – (Mixed Media) Artwork in which more than one differing medium or material has 
been employed. Assemblages, collages, and certain sculptures are three common examples. (Other) 
Artwork that has been created by the artist but does not fit cleanly into another category. Show 
management may reassign submissions that meet another category.  
 
Painting/Drawing – (Painting) Applying paint, pigment, color or other medium to a solid surface. 
Commonly applied to the base with a brush, but other implements, such as knives, sponges, and 
airbrushes, can be used. (Drawing) Using instruments to mark paper or other two-dimensional 
surfaces. Instruments include graphite, inked brushes, colored pencils, crayons, charcoal, chalk, 
pastels, erasers, markers, styluses, and metals (such as silverpoint). 
 
Photography - The art, application, and practice of creating durable images by recording light, either 
electronically by means of an image sensor, or chemically by means of light-sensitive material such as 
photographic film. For this competition, photographs taken with a digital camera are acceptable. 
Significant digital modification is not allowed in this category and should be considered in the Digital 
Media category.  
 
Wood – Original works that are hand-tooled, machine-worked, turned, or carved. Embellished 
manufactured wood items and mass production are not permitted.  





